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Our Curriculum Journey (So far) 

Introduction 

The Maltby Academy curriculum delivers exceptional learning experiences that enable all 

students to thrive academically, personally and socially. Each subject curriculum is ambitious, 

coherently planned and precisely sequenced to ensure that all students develop the knowledge, 

skills, and character required to succeed in a competitive world. Our key drivers: Teaching & 

Learning, Personal Development, Careers & CEIAG, Enrichment, and Behaviour & Attitudes 

underpin every aspect of our curriculum design.  

Following our 2022 Ofsted inspection, we received the following feedback:  

 

In some subjects, there are a few pupils who are not yet secure in their knowledge of the most 

important content, concepts or skills. This means that these pupils can find it harder to keep up 

with the demands of the ambitious curriculum at Maltby Academy.  

 

Leaders should ensure that teachers in all subjects are clear about what it is most important for 

pupils to learn at particular stages and that they prioritise securing this knowledge for all pupils, 

and checking their understanding. 

 
In response, we refined our curriculum to ensure it is ambitious, coherently sequenced and 

knowledge-rich.  

Sequence and Rationale (June 2022 onwards) 

Our initial focus was curriculum sequencing. Departments worked collaboratively and 

rigorously to define what is taught, why it is taught, and when it is taught to maximise 

understanding and long-term retention. We did this across 39 weeks for each year group. 

 

All departments established these principles across each phase of the curriculum. 
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Precise 39-week plans (September 2023 onwards) 

Curriculum sequences were distilled into clear and accessible 39-week plans. This ensures 

all stakeholders can clearly see what students learn each week across every year and 

term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All our 39-week plans are included in subject overviews which can be found on our school 

website. Leaders routinely review sequence documents and 39-week plans to ensure the 

curriculum remains responsive to student need, informed by classroom practice and 

assessment. 
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Prior phase and cross curricular awareness 

(September 2023 onwards) 

To strengthen curriculum coherence, we have prioritised both internal collaboration and 

external alignment. 

 

Primary curriculum driver groups (October 2023 onwards) 

We have worked closely with our feeder primary schools to ensure our staff, when 

planning their sequences, build upon prior phase learning. This has strengthened 

curriculum alignment, ensuring it is strategic, coherent and impactful. 

 

All our Subject Leaders have met with our corresponding Primary colleagues through 

subject driver groups. This has enabled colleagues across phases to understand and 

shape curriculum development collaboratively. 

 

Colleagues shared and used a range of planning documents across all primary phases to 

understand and influence the curriculum offer at Maltby Academy.  

 

Some examples of the planning tools from our different primary schools we now access 

are demonstrated here: 

 

Progression documents (EYFS – Y6) 
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Long term plans (Subject Specific EYFS-Y6) 

Medium term plans (Subject Specific EYFS-Y6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leaders have been able to access to these documents and discuss the Primary 

curriculum through our driver group meetings, informing our curriculum planning. 
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Collaborative curriculum event (February 2025) 

We ran a curriculum conference in February 2025 attended by all teachers from Maltby 

Academy and our feeder primary schools (Craggs, Maltby Lily Hall, Maltby Manor, Maltby 

Redwood, Ravenfield and St Marys). 

Colleagues collaborated during 4 sessions. The sessions were focused on Vocabulary, 

Cross Curricular, Misconceptions and Curriculum sequencing.  

 

Subject leaders – developing knowledge (November 

2023 onwards) 

Our subject leaders completed projects linked to specific parts of our curriculum and the 

precision of knowledge we want our students to be exposed to. 
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Establishing knowledge (January 2024 onwards) 

To ensure precision and ambition, we underpinned curriculum sequences with clearly 

defined Tier 3 vocabulary and substantive knowledge. 

 

Tier 3 vocabulary 

Tier 3 vocabulary refers to subject-specific, technical terms that are used within disciplines 

and are essential for understanding the content of that subject. These words are not 

commonly used in everyday language and are typically taught explicitly, as they enable 

students to access, discuss, and apply knowledge with precision within each subject area. 

All Tier 3 vocabulary is systematically captured alongside precise definitions to ensure 

consistency, clarity and secure knowledge acquisition. 

Substantive themes 

The vocabulary and definitions were mapped against the component and substantive 

knowledge and themes to ensure all lessons focus on promoting accurate vocabulary. 

Misconceptions 

Following the identification of Tier 3 vocabulary, misconceptions are explicitly identified 

and addressed through deliberate, explicit teaching of each term and its precise 

meaning, including common errors or misunderstandings. Teachers model accurate use, 

contrast correct and incorrect examples, revisit key terms over time, and check for 

understanding through questioning and retrieval practice. This ensures students apply 

subject-specific terminology accurately and confidently within context. 

Our vocabulary, substantive knowledge and misconceptions are captured in tables like 

this: 
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Curriculum overviews (January 2025 onwards) 

Curriculum intent statements and summaries are collated within subject overview 

documents in our curriculum overview documents. These are on our website so all 

stakeholders can access and understand the curriculum our students will access. T These 

are reviewed and refined annually. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sequence and vocabulary in appendix 

 Each document includes the precise 39-week plans alongside mapped Tier 3 vocabulary 

and definitions. 
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