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MALTBY LEARNING TRUSWEEK6 UPDATE

MESSAGE FROM THE CEO

WHEN WILL CHILDREN RETURN TO SCHOOL AFTER CORONAVIRUS

As we move into our seventh week of lockdown in the UK, many people are feeling restless for change but medical experts have warned that we must
continue t o foll ow the O6social distanci ngdirum@hen the UKdoes legirftd egde dut df Ibcekdovenpitisdecaming dleartthhte we will be
moving i nt o a & new nthanmadddenretar hoeour lives pre-Coronavirus. Over the last six weeks we have seen unprecedented changes to every part of

our livesand we musttake some learning from this as we move into the next chapter of our lives.

This week the news headlines have been dominated by speculation about when schools will reopen in the UK. The Education Secretaryis on record
as sayingthat s c hool s wi ll have a O6phasedd r eopeni ndghefedsind date isat fgr schdoks to @openphovaever r u s
school leaders have been asked to consider how this return mightlook in their particular context . Over the page | have shared the
questions asked and the responses from education leaders across the country.

Whilst parents and teachers want to know when children can return to school, the Education Secretary acknowledged that he doe s not want
schoolstor eopen until it is 6safed. As the Government consider the pat
when toreopen, for whom, and with what health and safety precautions in place. There is not one right set of answers to these
questions and the Government will need to make decisions based on the latest scientific advice.

Once schools are deemed safe for reopening, leaders will need to consider the transition back in to school carefully,
taking into account the need for the potential continuation of social distancing alongside the  need for all children to
reacquaint themselves with the educational environment.

Leaders have warned against a rush to reopen schools and have insisted that any return needs to
be carefully planned for with an appropriate lead in time. At this stage there have been no timelines or
details published on this matter, however please be assured that once we
receive guidance from the governmentwe will share thiswith  you.

-

Please keep safe and well.
David Sutton
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MALTBY LEARNING TRUSWEEK6 UPDATE

GOVERNMENT PLANNING FOR THE REBPENING OF SCHOOLS

Q2: If there were an announcement about a return for more pupils and
a three -weeklead -in period, what are the specific actions and
decisions schools /Trusts would have to take in that time?

This week the Government have asked school leaders a number of
guestions to help them shape their thinking and planning around the
reopening of schools. | have included the key questions and some of the
responses below for your information. Please note that this is a selection of

PREPARED
FOR THE
CHALLENGE

There is a strong view that three weeksisthe  minimum lead -in time to open OF CHANGE

answers from school leaders across the country and does not reflect the
government view.

Q1: On the assumption that there will need to be fewer pupils in school at first, what is
your preferred model for achieving this? Is it better to have all students in on a rota
basis, or specific year groups?

There are at least three imperatives in opening schools more widely

- The economic imperative : thisis about supporting parentsto go back to work and mitigating
the impact of a deeper recession and more child poverty, with the detrimental impact that
child poverty has on future life chances ;

- The educational imperative : this is about mitigating the impact of educational disruption
particularly on the most vulnerable and disadvantaged pupils; and

- The health/ medical imperative  : thisis about reducing the spread of the virus and the health
and wellbeing of children and adults.

For those leaders who believe the priority is restarting the economy and supporting parents get
back to work, the view is that we should open schools more widely using a quota system

0 so a third of children by date X, rising to 50 percent of children by date Y.

For those leaders who see mitigating the impacts of educational disruption as being most
important, the view is that we should bring back specific year groups d younger children to
protect crucial early reading, year 5, year 10 and year 12. However, this does not support
parents to go back to work as they may have childrenin different year groups.

Leaders in both groups (economic and educational imperatives) can see that a rota may

work to ensure that we are abiding, as far as possible with the most up to date public health
advice on social distancing, although everyone acknowledges that social distancing for

young children is nearly impossible.

— —

—

Over 90% of the children at MALTBY MANOR ACADEMYare engaging and have

been in contact with school - with 68% accessing Purple Mash this week!

schools more widely. Specific actions and considerations prior to any return relate
to:

- Availability of staffingin school

- Preparation of premises for any return

- Revisionsto curriculum to address gapsin  learning

- Timetabling arrangements for students returning

- Transport arrangements

- Health and safety and public health considerations for all

- Pastoral and welfare arrangements for the most vulnerable

- Communications  with staff, parents and the community

Q3: If schools were required to plan for the return of more pupils, how might social
distancing be implemented, and how might this vary from school -to-school?

Key considerations would include classroom and corridor size, the number of teaching

spaces, ability to stagger lunchtimes, the number of entrance points to the school and the

ability to vary drop off and pick up times (which may be transport -dependent), the size and
location of outside spaces, size and number of toilets, the size of halls and collective worship

spaces.

The prevailing view is that some form of social distancing in mainstream schools
could be achieved if there were no more than 10 -12 pupilsin a class, but this
depends heavily on classroom and corridor size of individual schools.

The Prime Minister has promised to set out next week how
schools and workplaces could safely reopen once the lockdown
restrictions were eased. However, he has stressed that any
would only come once the Government are confident the
outbreak is under control.

change
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

ffducation is the most powerful weapon which Yy o0 WelsBn@bhded S €

SUPPORTINGMDIGITALLY EXCLUDED

I n todaydés worl d, there is an increasing expectation that we a
The ability to access the internet is becoming an essential part of our everyday lives, as is the need to

own electronic  devices, laptops and computers. Our IT platform enables students to continue with

their learning in their own homes. However, this requires students to have access to both the internet

and to digital devices, laptops or computers.

In order to support children accessing their learning online, particularly those year groups preparing for external

examinations next year, staff will be contacting families where children have not accessed the online resources through

the period of lockdown to identify any barriers encountered . You can expect a call this week if your son/daughter is in
Year 10 and falls into this category.

WATHACADEMY are in the top 8% of all 1660 Hegarty Maths schools . Students are
now close to having answered half a million  questions thisacademic year!

WHERE CAN | GO TO GET SUPPORT TO HELP KEEP MY CHILD SAFE ONLINE? = — S— —

There is support available to keep your child safe online. Here are some useful links to help parents and  carers:

THINKUKNOWprovides advice from the National Crime Agency (NCA) to stay safe online. T INTERNEMATTERS®rovides age -specific online safety checklists, guides on how to set
The NCA has launched Thinkuknow to help families manage during this  time & on this parental controls on a range of devices and a host of practical tips to help children get the
website you can find fun , engaging activities, cartoons |, films, games, and advice articles. most out of their digital world

PARENT INFQOsa collaboration between  Parentzone and the NCA providing support and NET AWAREprovides support for parentsand carers from the NSPCC, providing a guide to
guidance for parents from leading experts and organisations social networks, apps and games

CHILDNETprovides a tool kit to support parentsand  carers of children of any age to start T /(7:6 7%/. $% DdBOViIdes support for parentsand  carers to keep children safe from

discussions about their online life, to set boundaries around online behaviour and online radicalisation

technology use, and to find out where to get more help and support
UK SAFER INTERNET CENFREvides tips, advice, guides and resources to

LGFLprovides support for parentsand  carers to keep their children safe online, including help keep children safe online, including parental controls offered by

6 top tips to keep primary aged children safe online home internet providers and safety tools on social networks and other }
online services 4
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